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DEPT PASS DREW FISCHER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TBIO, SWEL, UR, UR 

SUBJECT: TREATMENT IN THE USSR AT HELMHOLTZ AND POLENOV 
INSTITUTES 

REES: (A) STATE 155690, (B) MOSCOW 9273 

1 . IN RECENT WEEKS EMB HAS RECEIVED A NUMBER OF TELEGRAMS 
FROM THE DEPT CONCERNING AMERICANS WHO WISH TO BE TREATED FOR 
RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA AT THE HELMHOLTZ INSTITUTE IN MOSCOW OR 
FOR SPINAL PROBLEMS AT THE POLENOV INSTITUTE IN LENINGRAD. MOST 
OF THESE CASES INVOLVE CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST. IN SOME 
INSTANCES SEVERAL MONTHS HAVE ELAPSED BETWEEN INITIAL SUBMISSION 
OF THE PATIENT’S MEDICAL RECORDS AND EVENTUAL RECEIPT OF 
PERMISSION FOR THE AMERICAN TO COME TO THE USSR FOR TREATMENT. 
REPEATED INQUIRIES BY THE EMB APPEAR TO HAVE ONLY A MARGINALLY 
USEFUL EFFECT, ALTHOUGH WE WILL OF COURSE CONTINUE TO RAISE 

THE CASES WITH THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH (MOH) AT EVERY APPROPRIATE 
OPPORTUNITY. 

2. IN A RECENT MEETING MOH OFFICIALS INFORMED US THAT IF 
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THE MEDICAL RECORDS OF AN APPLICANT FOR TREATMENT WERE TRANS- 
LATED INTO RUSSIAN BEFORE BEING RECEIVED IN MOH, IT WOULD 
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE THE TIME REQUIRED FOR PROCESSING THE 
APPLICATIONS. MOH OFFICILAS STATED THAT THEY RECEIVE THOUSANDS 
OF LETTERS PER YEAR FROM ABROAD, REQUESTING TREATMENT IN 
VARIOUS INSTITUTES OR HOSPITALS. MEDICAL RECORDS ACCOMPANYING 
THESE REQUESTS ARE TRANSLATED INTO RUSSIAN BEFORE BEING SENT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO THE RELEVANT INSTITUTE EOR CONSIDERATION BY MEDICAL 
SPECIALISTS. MOH OEEICIALS NOTED THAT THIS TRANSLATION 
CAN REQUIRE SEVERAL WEEKS, HOWEVER, IN OUR EXPERIENCE THE TIME 
REQUIRED EOR TRANSLATION HAS SOMETIMES STRETCHED OUT INTO 
MONTHS RATHER THAN WEEKS. 

3. WE RECOMMEND THAT DEPT PASS THE ABOVE INEORMATION ON TO 
INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN OBTAINING TREATMENT IN THE 
USSR, ESPECIALLY AT THE HELMHOLTZ OR POLENOV INSTITUTES. 

MOH OEEICIALS STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT TRANSLATION OE MEDICAL 
RECORDS IS NOT REPEAT NOT NECESSARY TO BE CONSIDERED EOR 
TREATMENT AT A SOVIET HEALTH EACILITY. 

TOON 
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